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Question Time: Mixing sports and politics 
Should players ever make political statements on the field? 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune night editor 


[Editor’s note: To participate in future queries, keep an eye on our Twitter 


and Facebook accounts. | 


Before the start of their game against the Oakland Raiders Nov. 30 at 
Edward Jones Dome, Tavon Austin, Stedman Bailey, Kenny Britt, Jared Cook 
and Chris Givens of the St. Louis Rams made a simple statement. The five 
players entered the stadium with their hands up in solidarity with protesters 
upset over the Nov. 24 announcement of no indictment of Ferguson, 
Missouri police officer Darren Wilson in the Aug. 9 shooting of unarmed 
African American Michael Brown. The players received death threats. The 
St. Louis Police Officers Association demanded an apology, while The 
Ethical Society of Police, the primary voice of African American police 
officers in St. Louis, commended the players. In the following days, the 
Chicago Bulls’ Derrick Rose, the Detroit Lions’ Reggie Bush and the 
Cleveland Browns’ Johnson Bademosi were just a few of the professional 
athletes to wear shirts during warmups bearing the words, “I can’t 


breathe.” They did this in solidarity with the protesters furious over the 


announcement of no indictment Wednesday in the July 17 chokehold death 
of unarmed African American Eric Garner in New York City. So, we wanted 
to know: “In your opinion should professional athletes ever make political 


statements on the job? Why or why not?” 


Your answers 


“Agree or disagree, St. Louis police should remember the players still have 


free speech.” — Steve Geiselman 


“No, they are public figures young people look up to and should make 


political statements the same way a teacher would.” — Matthew Wylie 


“Sure! Professional sports makes political and social statements in every 
conceivable way. The national anthem, displays of military pride, business 
partnerships and charitable causes. This is simply the players going off 
script and putting forward their own ideas. This is great! Far better than 


hearing coached sports clichés.” — Sean Webb 


“No, they represent more than themselves.” — Brenda Simpson 


Our answers 


“Athletes can make political statements, but only if they win. Otherwise it’s 


kind of sad.” — Steve Mullen 


“T have no problem with an athlete using his notoriety to bring attention to 
a subject they he or she feels needs more attention, as long as it's done in 
good taste. Obviously, the idea of what's 'in good taste’ is up for 


interpretation.” — Josh Sigler 


“Every sporting event that plays the national anthem is already a political 
statement. There will be a lot of stern anti-player sentiment around the 
country, but unless those folks duck out or change the channel during the 


national anthem, they're part of it, too.” — Pedro Velazco 


“Absolutely. The First Amendment protects everyone regardless of how high 
profile their career is. Now, it doesn’t mean it’s not going to make some 
people angry; but that’s life. Freedom of Speech isn’t freedom from others’ 


reactions to your speech.” — Rob Burgess 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454- 


8577, via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 
twitter.com/robaburg. 


